Traveling a
well-worn
trail
By MARY JO PENICK
Another year brings another chorus of,
"Haven't I had your older brother in
class?" The constant drudge of having to
live up to a teacher's expectations can
get wearisome after twelve years. The
added comments are "Are you as smart
as your brother?" or "I expect better
grades from you than I got from your
sister!" can only cause frustration.
Following in the footsteps of older
brothers and sisters has had its
advantages through the years.
Although some people feel that they
have to try to erase the images relatives
have implanted in their teacher's minds,
others do not. Greg Paulus says, "It
doesn't bother me to have had an older
brother because I set out to impress my
own image into my teacher's minds."
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Greg goes on to explain that he hasn't
really run into any problems with his
older brother's teachers. "Sometimes
teachers have a hard time believing that
Nick is my older brother. I suppose that
could become a problem, but it never
has."
The same basic opinion is expressed
by Mark Billiris. Mark feels that having
an older brother is a definite advantage.
"My brother's reputation has really
helped me. In fact, I don't think I would
be on the Clearlightstaff if it weren't for
him.
Jeff Ledbetter is another person who
likes having a well-known name. Jeff's
brother, Jack, is now a professional
minor league baseball player. "Having
Ledbetter as a last name helped with
tryouts. The coaches gave me a break at
the start by giving me a better look until I
could build my own reputation."
Laurie Wheless, however, feels
differently. When asked what it feels like
to have had older brothers and a sister,
Laurie exclaimed, "I hate it, I HATE IT!!"
Teachers always bring up the subject of
my brothers and sister. They don't give
me a chance to be myself."
Yes, having an older brother or sister
has both good and bad points. Whatever
AMark Billiris is to most students one of the faces
in the crowd, "George's little brother" to many
teachers.
happens, you will probably encounter an
inquisitive teacher. Don't get upset, grin,
bear it, and answer the questions.
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